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MEMORANTDUM FOR: Director, National Reconmaissance Office
BUBJECT : Satellite Programs

1. Atisched is the latsst informstion we have cu the satellite
schedule for Calendar Yesr 1962-63 wideh includes reccmzendations marked
in red.

2. At the present time there are eight CORONA (MURAL) paylosds which
are not mated with THOR-AGENA vehicles. In view of the yressnt unkuowns
in the S8AMOE program, it is rocommended that CORONA be scheduled as noted
in the sttaciment Legimning in October 1962 through My of 1963. In sd-
dition, it is recommendsd that an additional five MIRAL paylosds be pur-
chased to provide coversge threugh Cctober of Calendar Yesr 1963. General
Jurtin's pecple indicate (a) a desision to procure the additicmal THOR-
AGEBAS for the eight CORONA payloeds will be required pricr to 1 July 1963;
(ngmmemrmmmumwwmwlwz;m
(c) there is & tuslve-month delivery lead time required for these axrticles.

_ 3. VWith reference to CORONA (MURAL), the last paylosd is to be de-
livered in July of 1962. If the production line is shui down, then efght

months will be required to re-crder and make available for flight. The
cost for retooling and up the preduction line would de
for the first payload and for esch additicnal camers (MI! eaa!!.

I would recommend that eight THOR-AGRNAS be assigned to the present eight
available CORONA (MURAL) payloads and that five sdditionsl paylosds be
purchased at this time to emszure coverage thvough October of 1563.

b, The CORONA (MURAL) axd LANYARD programs when cosibined should pro-
vide the ccamunity with brosd snd detaliled coverage. The relisdble CORONA
{(MmAL) configurstion can be improved by an incresse in the foeal lenmgth
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from 26" to AO". I would propose the procuresent of six 0" CORONA (MURAL)
paylonds togetbher with Alr Force wabicies as noted balow. 7Tbe numbers
rallected below indicate spproxisate cost figures ny pecple compiled for
$his proposxl.
losd Comt NRO
a. Dasign and Fabrication of lst Itek Csmers 25X1A
B, FPive additiomml Itek Comeres !
¢. Nese Cones (& esch) éa.x.)
&« Film and Procesging (FK
TOTAL
Vehicle and Support Cost
. Desigs snd Fabrication of lst LMEC Subsystem |
b, Five sdditiomal LMEC Bubsyetams
Ca mm
4. Six TEOBRS (Boost)
o, mmn" |
£. Launch Bervices for 6 THORS |
&+ launch Services for 6 AGENAB |
h. Engineering Services for 6 Bhots 1
5. The grogran set forth in the attachsent points out that by extend- |
ing the present CORONA program through Cetober of 1963 and allowing fourtesn
acnths’ lead time for the &0 CORONA program {providing the decision is
reached by August 1962) that & relisble proven system will de providing !
intelligencs informmtion throcugh Celendsr Year 1963. During the latter
peart of 1962 and esrly 1963, if the 5AMOE, LAEYARD or aave NRO25X1A
not gone fully operaticoal, then the back-up CORCNA and M0" CORONA prograas
will ensure the intelligence community of at lsast monthly coversge. I

hope we will be able to wark toward & schedule shereby ocne would be oo
standby that could be lsunched on short nctice sgained specific tavgets.
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& sMizm the recommendations for future Agency sstellite
Frograns the following sction abould be taken:

8. Eight TROR-ACENA vehicles should be asgigned to the eight
rezaining MURAL paylosds;

b. Five additional CORCEA (MURAL) payloeds should be procured
and THOR-AGERA sssigned; and

¢. The procurement of six kO™ CORONA {MURAL) systems be initiated.
T. We would sppreciate your comments S0 that we can take sappropriate
action to isplement this prograa.

§Tened Herbert Scoville, Jr.

HERBERT SCOVILLE, JR.
Deputy Director
Reseaxrch)

Attachment: Sstellite Schedule
SICNATURE RECOMMENDED:

25X1A

Colone USAF
Acting Chief, DFD

Distribution:
Copy #1 - Addressee v/att.
#2 & #3 - DD/R w/att.
#4 - AC/DPD w/att.
#5 - C/DB/DPD w/att.
#6 - C/DB/DPD/Chromo w/att.
#T - RI/DPD w/att.

25X1A
I oc /oB/0F0:hny (18 June 1962)
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